Council of Geographic Names Authorities (COGNA)

BUSINESS MEETING

Thursday, September 4, 2008

Call to Order, Opening Remarks, and Roll Call
Attending (based on sign-up sheet)

Voting Members

Wayne Furr, ES, Oklahoma 

Tom Gasque, CE, 2009 Host (1/2 vote) 

Roger Payne, CE, 2009 Host (1/2 vote) 

Lou Yost, ES, BGN/DNC 

Julie Hoff, Arizona; 

Maria McCormick, Colorado 

Pete Boulay, Minnesota 

Chris Barnett, Missouri 

Bob Julyan, New Mexico 

Cynthia Gardiner, Oregon 

Claire DeVaughan, Texas

Susan Whetstone, Utah

Grant Smith, Washington 

Paul Liston, West Virginia 

Renee Louis, Hawaii

Curtis Loy, Chair, BGN/DNC
Others Present (non-voting)

Jane Messenger, USGS 

Joan Helmrich, BGN

John Fenniman, USGS 

Mary McArthur, Oregon 

Betsy Kanalley, USFS

Bonnie Gallahan, USGS

Jenny Runyon, USGS

Ken Fox, USGS

Executive Secretary Wayne Furr reminded the group that the meeting was open to all, but only state representatives, the BGN/DNC Executive Secretary and BGN/DNC Chairman would be able to vote.

The Agenda was approved

I. Old Business

Item 1. Minutes of the 2007 Business Meeting in Lexington, Kentucky, were noted.  No changes were suggested.  Boulay moved, Yost seconded to approve the minutes; passed.

Item 2. Review of 2007 conference.  Furr reported on the success of the conference and the expenses involved.

Item 3. Financial Report.  Submitted by Furr.  Smith/Barnett moved to accept both reports (items 2 and 3).

Item 4. Revision to the COGNA constitution.  At the 2007 Business Meeting, this item was tabled.  It continued to be tabled in 2008.

Item 5. Website.  Furr brought up the issue of the Website.  Operating out of his home, Furr has only dial-up access to the internet, and is out of range of more efficient methods.  He has looked at other means, such as satellite, but there are disadvantages, such as storms.  Cell phone internet access has similar problems.  A couple of companies have offered wireless web access for a price.  The best looks good but costs $250 installation plus $50 per month. 

The Executive Committee has approved in principle the installation and monthly fee, so it was agreed that Furr should engage the services of the suggested provider. 

Item 6. Stipend for Executive Secretary.  This matter was tabled last year and placed in the hands of the Executive Committee.  In the discussion, it was generally agreed that the cost of internet services would preclude the possibility of paying a stipend at this time. 

II.  Future Meetings

a. 2009.  Smith moved, seconded by Yost, to affirm the invitation for COGNA to meet in Charleston, South Carolina, in September 2009; passed.  In response to Gasque’s urging to build in some free time, Payne argued that the program should include meetings during most of the time available.

b. 2010.  The Missouri Board invited COGNA last year to meet in that state in 2010.  The Missouri Board intends that the meeting should take place in Springfield.  The current government per diem is $73 per night.  Negotiations have begun with the University Plaza Hotel in downtown Springfield, close to Southwest Missouri State University.  The original dates were September 14-17, 2010, but there is a second pending agreement for October 5-8.   There are no additional proposals for 2010.  McCormick moved, Gardiner seconded, to accept the invitation.  Smith raised the issue of being in classes in October, but others pointed out that it’s not good to have meetings at the end of a fiscal year.  Gardiner prefers the middle of September.  The motion passed with one nay vote.  A second motion to secure the dates October 5-8 was made by Yost and seconded by Boulay.  There are no other dates available for October or November.  The motion passed with two nays and two abstentions.  

c. 2011 or beyond.  Three tentative invitations came forth.  Pete Boulay suggested Minnesota’s Twin Cities, probably St. Paul.  Renee Louis suggested Hawaii, possibly in conjunction with another group such as GISMAP.  Claire DeVaughan suggested Austin, Texas.  Smith expressed his desire to meet in Hawaii as soon as possible.

III. Election of Officers.  

Dan White has filled the position as the At-Large Member of the Executive Committee after Bob Chesner had to drop out because he left the California Board.  Yost, seconded by Whetstone, nominated White to continue in the position.  He was elected by acclamation.  

IV. New Business
Item 1.  Should we have a publication?  

In the discussion following this question, it was noted that we have a good website.  Bob Julyan asked who is on the mailing list?  Furr responded, all state representatives, federal agencies (USGS, USFS, NPS, etc.), Canadian names officials.  Gardiner asked how such a publication would be funded and whether it would be a paper publication or online.  Furr had the idea it would be paper since not all interested parties receive e-mail.  Messenger sees such a publication as a newsletter rather than as a journal.  Julyan pointed out that not many people follow through with articles as promised and wondered if a newsletter is worth it.  Louis offered her help with a bulletin or newsletter.

Item 2.  Is there a need for more officers?  Should the Executive Committee be enlarged? 

There was no discussion of this.

Item 3. Refunds for cancellations.

We allow payment for meetings by credit card, and the card companies charge a fee for this.  If someone pays and then has to drop out, should there be a fee charged to cover this charge?  This year, for example, there were four cancellations; three had been paid with credit cards.  It was agreed that there would be no fee charged this year, but there will be starting next year, with proper notification in the registration material.

V. Adjournment
Minutes taken by Tom Gasque
